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PARLOUR COMPANION. 


Tho’ thus confin’d, my agile thoughts may fly 


Through all the regions of variety. 


OTway. 


2 








NO. 21.) 


SATURDAY, MAY 23, 1818. 


t 





[Vor. Uf. 








NANCY—Or the Eléve of Sensibility. 
A Satyrical Sketch. 

I'T was on the eve of that memo- 
rable day which alarmed our peaceful 
village with some menaces of an earth- 
quake, that Nancy made her appearance 
on a planet, which was to present but 
the darkest side of objects to her dis- 
consolate eyes. She was, indeed, born 
to sensibility, and her heart ceased not 
to vibrate to the chord of love, till it 
ceased to beat altogether. Alas! the 
governing emotion of her being, long 
ere she had attained to the power of 
imparting her feelings by the vulgar 
organs of speech, discovered itself in 
the silent eloquence of her eye—that 
eye into which heaven had distilled its 
purest dews, to reflect, as from a mir- 
ror, the image of its own perfection.— 
The blushes of her baby cheeks, when- 
ever the person of the young Isaac 
was presented to her eyes, or his idea 
to her imagination, were early prognos- 
tics of that future flame which blazed 
out in the sequel with such merciless 
fury. ‘Thus was love a constitutional 
principle, inextricably and Witally in- 
terwoven into the very texture of her 
existence. The eye of Isaac, though 
younger than his Nancy by several 
months, “darted contagious fire” when- 
ever it encountéred hers. A thousand 
little delicate attentions, even at this 
lisping era, bespoke their mutual love, 





en A 
her lover’s go-cart moved by her side ; 
and Isaac on the other hand, with tears 
of elegant concern, would push the 
“nipple from his boneless gums,” till 
he was convinced the dear hunger of 
his Nancy was more than contented.— 
Sweet, unadulterated delights of sensi- 
bility’s children! The world, with its 
iron grasp, had not yet withered the 
blossoms of thy native exuberance !— 
But alas ! it was the fate of our heroine 
to be sprung from parents as unlike 
herself, as she herself was like her 
Isaac : and as she strengthened in years 
as well as in love, she saw strengthen- 
ing at the same time, and in the same 
proportion, an unfeeling combination, 
composed of her father, mother, bro- 
thers and sisters, five uncles, seven 
aunts, and an innumerable army of 


‘cousins of both sexes, and in every 


degree of affinity, for the purpose of 
counteracting the darling desires of her 
heart. In the mean time the beauty 
of the young lady began to draw to- 
wards its meridian maturity, and in the 
course of a single year brought four 
hundred adorers on their knees from 
among the richest families in all the 
surrounding villages. It must be con- 
fessed that nothing could equal the 
charms of this accomplished young fe- 
male. How shall I attempt the de- 
scription!—Her features were far from 
being regular; her mouth was not lit- 


and her complexion displayed neither 





and proved that nature had made them ee her nose was rather short and flat, 


in the same mould of sensibility. =a 
cy would never go in her go-cait, until 





|the rose nor the lilly ; but something 
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nuch above regular beauty beamed 
trom her countenance; and it was im- 
possible for any buta tiger, a stoic, or 
a jew, to regard her without feeling 
such a sense of love enkindled in his 
breast, as made all the faculties swim in| 
an ocean of ecstacy. But nothing could| 
move the unbending severity of her ty- 
rannical relations, who were unfeelingly 
employed in investigating the pecuniary 
claims of Isaac, at a time when they| 
ought to have been shedding drops of 
affliction and admiration over their dis- 





consolate daughter, sister, niece, and}; 


cousin. Nancy, governed by the purest 
sentiments, and inspired with only ce- 
lestial feelings, became more and more 
attached, as she made new discoveries 
of the poverty of her lover, and learned 
not only the scantiness of his means, but 
the dear probability of its duration, from 
his habitual indolence. Nothing could 
shake the resolution of Nancy ; and one 
day, after a long and bitter contest, in 
which every argument was used to dis- 
suade her from her purpose, she left 
her mother, three aunts, and four cou- 
sins, in a fit of rage, in the kitchen, to 
rush into the arms of her adored Isaac. 
Innumerable were his schemes for affect- 
ing interviews in spite of the cruel ma- 
chinations of this inhuman association. 
Ladders of twisted straw were long the 
instruments of their mutual happiness, 
after the barbarous family had retired 
to rest; and in this golden period of 
their loves, they passed whole nights 
for a successive series of weeks, in an 
interchange of protestations, without 
ever yielding to the vulgar calls of 
slumber for a single moment: nor did 
nature, during the whole time, once in- 
terpose wit) a single coarse intimation 

of the expediency ‘of repose. 

(To be continued. J 
— a 
For the Parlour Companion. 
TO MISS L 
Why should I worship at the shrine 
Where fifty more may bow, 


Or why desire the wreath for mine, 
‘Tho’ I could snatch it now, 





Which any other might entwine, 
If wishing, round his brow ? 


What are those favours worth, obtain’d 
Unwoo'd for and unsought ? 

The subtile smile of woman, feign’d, 
With flattery is fraught, 

*Till heart and hand is found enchain’d, 
And pride too dearly bought. 


Thus, human beings, blind and frail, 
Revel in transient joy, 
—— less that nature must prevail 
And empty pleasures cloy; 
Wi hen, palling, they at length must fail 
To ch: wm or to decoy. 


See to yon flower that bee retires, 
The reach of man beyond ; 
Thus from the world and world’s desires, 
Pil to some shade abscond, 
Where beauty no conceit inspires, 
And Love’s not falsely fond. 
Eusebius. 
<liees 
Pian of a New Visiting Map. 
To this map there are to be an equa- 
tor, ecliptic, poles, degrees, &c. ‘The 
houses where visits are due, are to be 
distributed in the following manner ;— 
persons who are rich, or live as though 
they were rich, are situated nearest the 
line, as claiming the greatest warmth 
of attachment; and all who are any 
ways high in office to be placed within 
the tropics. In the degrees without the 
tropics, our acquaintance to be arrang- 
ed according to their riches and impor- 
tance. A poor relation to be carried 
to a very cold latitude; and an old 
friend with broken fortunes to be trans- 
ported to the region of eternal frost.— 
Persons of celebrity for genius or beau- 
ty to be placed on our own meridian. 
Whatever part of the map has the most 
sun, which is the emblem of prosperity, 
there your visits are chiefly to be di- 
rected, till this luminary again forsake 
them. ‘The places of worship are to 
be situated on the tops of high moun- 
tains, which will afford an apology for 
visiting them only once a month or so. 
The signs of the zodiac are to be noted, 
and the sun’s passage through them is 





to influence the spirit and plan of our 
visits. While he passes through Aries 








land ° i aurus and the realms of love, let 
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love be the principal cause of your 
visiting ; but when he enters Cancer, 
you may fairly let yourself loose in 
scandal. And while the sun is in Libra, 
you are to sit in judgment on your 
neighbours and condemn all around 
vou. Persons to whom you may hap- 
pen to be under any great obligaiion, 
are to be placed as far as possible out 
of reach, on the point of some cape or 
promontory, at the back of impassable 
mountains, on the farther side of vast 
lakes, or in the midst of forests and 
defiles, or lastly, at the bottom of the 
sea. Your creditors are to be set down 
in the map as Nogayan or Katschintz 
Tartars ; and in your progress you are 
to do all you can to avoid the trade 
winds, which might hurry you against 
your will into very znhospitable climes. 


a 


TO HYGEIA. 


Nymph! of smiles and blooms the queen, 
Hygeia, ever young and fair, 
With beaming eyes, and joyous mien, 
Oh ! make Maria all thy care. 
Breathe thy soft gales so pure and bland, 
That nicely tune the etherial strings 
Of life, and wake with viewless hand, 
The chords whence health’s sweet music 
springs. 
The lonely walk, the twilight hour, 
And ming’ling murmurs still controul, 
Oh! bid her shun, where fancy’s pow’r, 
So saddens all the soften’d soul. 
But lead where every scene around, 
In gayest smiles of beauty’s s drest, 
And many a glad and joyous sound 
Shall fill with cheerfulness her breast. 
The paleness of her cheek so white, 
Soften with thine own mellow glow, 
As if ’twere morn’s first blushing light, 
Reflected from a field of snow. 
Oh! wouldst thou thus Maria bless, 
Naught for myself I’d crave of thee, 
Her voice, her smile, would then possess, 
More than Hygeia’s power on me. 


ieee 
The Connection between Public and Private 
Virtue. 

Public virtue is the great basis upon 
which laws and government most se- 
curely rest, but public virtue is the 
offspring of private virtue. We love 





our country, after we have loved our 
Patriot- 
ism, as it has been well defined by an 


friends and our neighbours. 
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benevolence, which extends from our 
firesides to all those who are governed 
by the sane laws with ourselves ; whom 
the same political interests bind togeth- 
er; and the same name distinguishes 
as one people. 
cise of the moral virtues, however men 
may talk of patriotism, they will never 
practice it. 
government is never found among a 
people corrypted by. luxury. It is 
nursed in thé bosom of simplicity ; and 
educated in the school of morality. It 
is cherished in the breast of man with 
the most generous aifections of his 


But without the exer- 


That great palladium of 


heart. It is intimately connected with 
a love of order, and closely united with 
moral rectitude. 

<i 
MY NATIVE HOME. 


O’er breezy hill or woodland glade, 

At morning's dawn or closing day, 

In Summer’s flaunting pomp array’d, 

Or pensive moonlight’s silver grey, 

The wretch in sadness still shall roam, 
Who wanders from his native home. 

While at the foot of some old tree, 

As meditation soothes his mind, 

Lull’d by the hum of wand’ring bee, 

Or rippling stream, or whisp’ring wind, 
His vagrant fancy still shall roam, 
And lead him to his native home. 

Though love a fragrant couch may weave, 

And fortune heap the festive board, 

Still mem’ry oft would turn to grieve, 

And reason scorn the splendid hoard ; 
While he beneath the proudest dome 
Would languish for his native home. 

To him the rushy roof is dear, 

And sweetly calm the darkest glen ; ; 

While pomp, and pride, and pow’r appear, 

At best, the glit’ring plagues of men; 
Unsought by those who never roam, 
Forgetful of their native home. 


» . . 
Let me to Summer shade retire, 


With meditation and the muse, 
Or round the social Winter fire, 
The glow of temper’d mirth diffuse ; 
Tho’ winds may howl and waters foam, 
T still shall bless my native home. 
And oh! when youth’s extatic hour, 
And passion’s glowing noon are past, 
Should age behold the tempest low’r, 
And sorrow blow its. keenest blast ; 
My shade no longer doom’d to roam, 
Shall find the grave a peaceful hoine ! 


eT 
Men more susceptible of Flattery than Women. 


Travelling lately with a numerous 














able writer, is only a wider diffusion of 








company, among whom were several 
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elegant and intelligent ladies, flattery 


it 66 
i} 


Surely,” thought 1, “this being may pass for- 


‘ 


, : . i) ward, he is already prepared for the sublime ¢ 
a A tonic of conversation. One fj ¥2%: he is already prepared for the sublime and 


of the ladies declared that it was her 
opinion that men were more susceptible 
of, and more easily duped by this mas- 
ter key to the human heart than women. 
‘The gentlemen present were surprized 
at such an attack upon the understand- 
ing of their sex, and instantly called for 
proofs of this paradoxical opinion.— 
The lady said, that men were so little 
accustomed to flattery, that they gene- 
rally devoured it with greediness when- 
ever it was tendered them, however 
coarse or gross it might be; but that it 
was so very lavishly bestowed upon wo- 
men, that they received it as a metter 
of course, and paid it very little atten- 
tion. This argument silenced if it did 
not convince her niale auditors. 





BEAUTY AND DEFORMITY.—.2 Vision. 
( Continued.) 


"rhe next remarkable person who approached 
the throne, was a little old woman, dressed very 
finely in yellow taffetty. She did nothing but 
scold all the way she went about her precedence 
and accommodation, torturing every sentence 
with bad grammar, and mispronouncing every 
word, or making them anew, according to her 
own method. I thought that 1 had never seen 
such a picture of ignorance and absurdity ; and 
decided in mv own mind, that she would never 
pass for the Klysian fields. Minos asked her but 
few questions, but she gave about twenty differ- 
ent answers to each; and talked so fast, that, to- 
cether with her bad grammar, I found it very 
difficult to understand her. At length the judge 


|) chaste enjoyments of Elysium 


The judge, I 
|observed, looked with a penetrating eye on this 
jcandidate. “ If} mistake not,” cried he, “thou 
| wert born to rank and riches in the world; doubt- 
iless thou hast used them in such a way as to en- 
i title thee to a place in the mansions of the bless- 
ped.” On this the candidate presented several 
tong lists of public charities, wherein was his 
name written in large characters, to which he 
; pointed with his finger; and next he presented 
a calendar, in which were detailed the numerous 
offices of public trust which he had held in the 
state ; and on these pretensions he appeared to 
rest. I kept my eye steadfastly on this person, 
and could scarcely believe my senses, when 1 
observed him dwindle insensibly to the size of a 
prgmy, his head alone retained its form, or rather 
was inflated to still larger dimensions, his eyes, 
L observed, squinted horribly, and his figure be- 
came bent to the earth, from which he dared not 
look up. “ Go,” exclaimed Minos, “ among those 
who have only thought, while on earth, of their 
own consequence and gratifications, and who 
must now suffer shame and remorse for having 
mispent their own time and misused their fellow 
creatures.” Ithought that many others, who had 
personal deformity, were restored to beauty ; and 
some who were already handsome, retained their 
comeliness with new improvement. I observed 
that those who had been vain on earth became 
monstrous ; and that the crucl, and ambitious, 
the sensual and depraved, were transformed into 
beasts of prey. 1 fancied that as I was engaged 
in the contemplation of these things, a graceful 
and commanding form approached me, which as 
it drew near I recognized as the shade of an old 
acquaintance, who in the regions enjoyed the 
fruits of a well spent life. 1 enquired of him, 
whether the persons I had fancied to have suf- 
fered changes from deformity to beauty, had 
actually undergone that transformation, when he 
nuldly answered me as follows: Deformity is 
only accidental to human beings, and ugliness is 





asked her how she had come by her death ; when 
she replied, that she had caught cold getting out} 
of bed to assist a poor neghbour who was sick — 
« And how could you do so, woman?” cried 
Minos, ** Oh la, Sit!’ answered the old woman, 
« wast she my neighbour ? and it was lucky that 
} went, for the matter of Uat, for she had no mo- 
ney to buy her some cordial ?’— And did you 
eve ber that too 2” enquired Minos. ‘To be 
sure 1 did, 1 could not see the poor creature 
want, no not 1”—-As she spoke these words ] 
observed her features become mild and gentle ; 
that she had the bloom of health and beauty on 
her cheeks, and that she represeated a tall and 
eppeefui female, Go,” cried Minos, “and 
adorn with thy presence the region where dwells 
charity and benevolence. 

lve next person who pre sented himself io the 
. Was a man ot fine orm and stately figure, 


but an outside garment, which, like the tattered 
dress of the pauper, attracts contempt. The mind 
is the inner form, which, if it be pure and good, 
is graceful and richly adorned; when beings ar- 
vive hither, the penetrating eye of the judge 
searches through the outward form ; and if the 
mind be right, the covering falls off, and leaves 


on the other hand, the heart is impure and base, 
when the veil is removed nothing is discovered 
but the most disgusting and frightful deformity. 
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We cannot but express our joy ut the acquisi- 
tion which the gentleman who bas commenced a 
correpondence under the signature of Lusebius, 
's Likely to be to our small band of contributors : 
and tiope our expectations may not be disappoint- 





whose muiners shewed lhe was above the com- 
’ } P, ; ’ *- 
won rank, and Whose langue Was the pure andl 


‘ tiara ¢ 3 
reatl "bse OF 


learning and accomplishment.ft indebied for aid, 


ed through the engagements of business or the 
listlessness of aputhy. 

* 2° **,” to whom we have often before been 
will be inserted in our next, 














the being beautiful, and refulgent with virtue. If 
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